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Upcoming Eggs & Issues Breakfasts

• Friday, June 21

Legislative Breakfast

• Friday, July 19

Craig Thompson, WisDOT Secretary

Reception: New EC City Council Members

• Wednesday, May 29

4:00-5:30 p.m. Chamber Office

Working Mothers Luncheon

• Thursday, May 23

Small Business of the Year Breakfast

• Wednesday, May 29

Business After Hours

• Monday, June 10, Staybridge Suites

Breakfast in the Valley

• Friday, June 14, Eau Claire Expo Center



John Kirchner
Executive Director, Midwest Region

(612) 619-2048

jkirchner@uschamber.com 



State of Play

• House/Senate Dynamics

• 2018 Review

• 2019 Policy Priorities



House



Senate



Congressional Voting Patterns



Economic Update
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Key Issues

• Regulatory Reform

• Tax Reform

• Health Care

• Infrastructure

• Trade/Tariffs



Regulatory Reform
• Since 1976, 

federal agencies 

have issued over 

180,000 new 

regulations



Regulatory Reform



Regulatory Reform
• The Obama Administration enacted 14 new major regulations annually, 

totaling around $12 billion each year. In comparison, the Trump 

administration said it cut 176 regulations in fiscal year 2018, more than four 

times as many as it created, saving a total of $23 billion. Since the start of 

the administration, more than 2,200 regulatory actions have been 

withdrawn or delayed. 



Congressional Review Act

• 14 successful Congressional Review Acts (used only 

once before).



Regulatory Accountability Act
• Provides more Congressional oversight

• Allows for earlier public participation in shaping most costly 

regulations

• Requires agencies to choose lowest cost option

• Allows for on-the-record administrative hearings for high-impact 

regulations

• Places restrictions on agencies’ use of interim final regulations





What’s in it for businesses?

• Ends double taxation

• Repatriation of nearly $4 trillion: 15.5% on cash locked abroad, 

8% on physical assets



What’s in it for you?



Reactions (Nation & World)wide

• China, Germany, EU examining lowering rates

• Companies already reinvesting:

– Boeing, AT&T: Capital investments/training/charity

– Comcast, Nationwide, Southwest: Bonuses/401ks 

– BofA, Wells Fargo, Fifth Third, US Bank: Raises



2017 Health Care Reform Attempt

• Strike One: House Failed to pass in March

• Strike Two: Senate Failed to pass in August

• Strike Three: Senate Failed to pass in 

September



Association Health Plans (AHP)

• AHP’s allow small businesses and the self-employed to join 
together, by industry or geography, to enroll in a group health 
plan, similar to larger employers. 

• CBO estimates some 400,000 currently uninsured will be able 
to attain coverage due to the expansion of AHP’s.

• Estimated 4 million Americans will enroll in and benefit from 
new AHP’s.

• Update: Federal Court blocked key provisions of AHP’s



AHP Chamber Impact

• State and regional chambers of commerce and other 
associations can now offer meaningful AHP coverage 
at a cost that member companies and their 
employees can afford—while preserving important 
consumer protections and nondiscrimination 
provisions.





Infrastructure

• A modest increase in the federal fuel fee

• Expand financing options, like public/private 

partnerships, for local communities

• Streamline the permitting process to get projects off the 

ground

• Develop a skilled workforce to build these projects.



Immigration
• Green card reform and implementation of temporary 

worker programs for high-skilled and lesser-skilled workers.

• A national employment verification system that is workable 
for employers.

• Improved enforcement to protect our borders while 
facilitating the flow of trade and travel.

• Tough, but fair process for the 11 million undocumented 
people who are living in our country today to earn a legal 
status.



Building Workforce Now and in the Future

• Boomers working past 65; 10,000 retire every day.

• Veterans transferring into the job market.

• Greater postsecondary education and training options.

• Prison reform: 53,000 nonviolent federal inmates to be 
released over the next 10 years (low-level drug offenses). 



Tariffs (Taxes)
Trade Works. Tariffs Don’t.
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Tariffs, Tariffs, and more Tariffs
• The U.S. has imposed $250 billion worth of tariffs on good 

imported from China

• Update: U.S. has imposed $60 billion in new tariffs on China

• China has retaliated with tariffs on $110 billion of U.S. goods

• Update: China has retaliated with tariffs on $60 billion of U.S. 
goods

• Steel and aluminum tariffs remain in effect, including China, 
Canada and Mexico

• $150 billion: total value of retaliatory tariffs from China, Canada, 
Mexico and the EU

• $20 billion from Canada and Mexico alone





Thank You For Being Involved!

Questions?


